English 2183.X1 – Fall 2006 – Shakespeare
Prof: Dr. Richard Cunningham

Office: BAC 431

Off. Phone: 1345

Office Hours: ???? or by appointment

Course Description:

In this class students will read examples of Shakespearean drama from the tragic, comic, historical, and romance genres, and Shakespearean poetry from his sonnets.  Students will also read many of the essays contained in Political Shakespeare, in order to write a paper that engages in a dialogue with the essay over what it has to say about a given play, or to show how its argument could be usefully extended to another of Shakespeare’s works.

Goals:

You will:

1) read all the assigned plays, poetry, and essays in order to be able legitimately to claim some familiarity with “Shakespeare” as a literary and cultural concept after you’ve completed the course.

2) demonstrate your ability to engage thoughtfully with an essay about some aspect of Shakespeare’s work or his cultural status. 

3) use the left and right sides of your brain to [left side] learn how to function in a Multi-user Object Oriented (MOO) environment as you [right side] imagine the world of a particular character 
Course Texts:

The Riverside Shakespeare.  Ed. G. Blakemore Evans et al.  2nd ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997.  ISBN: 0-3957-5490-9
Dollimore, Jonathan.  Political Shakespeare: Essays in Cultural Materialism.  2nd ed. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1994.  ISBN: 0-8014-8243-7

Requirements & Grading:

Final paper -25%

In your final paper you will engage in a dialogue with one of the essays from Political Shakespeare over what it has to say about a given play, or to show how its argument could be usefully extended to another of Shakespeare’s works.

2 Short papers – 20% (8% and 12%)
Twice during the term you will submit a very short paper the purpose of which on both occasions will be twofold.  First, it will give you a chance to get some feedback on your writing, and second, it will provide you an opportunity to practice constructing a useful dialogue between an essay from Political Shakespeare, one or more of Shakespeare’s works, and yourself.  
Final exam – 20%

The final exam will be comprehensive, and it will be developed out of classroom discussion.  Thus, the best way to study for the final is to attend every class.

Reading Quizzes – 15%

Whenever there is assigned reading you can expect a reading quiz.  I will endeavour to bring these into the class irregularly enough to prevent you from anticipating exactly which class days to attend in order not to miss a reading quiz.  There will be no opportunity to make-up a missed reading quiz.

MOO assignment – 10%

Beth, a little help?

Class Contribution – 10%

Ask not what the class can do for you, ask what you can do for the class.  When you are absent, or when you are silent, the rest of the class suffers the want of your insight.  I expect people to come to class not because if they are absent they might miss something, but because if they are absent or if they decline to speak up the rest of the class misses an opportunity to hear a fresh perspective or a new idea.
