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CONCERNING

The Regulating of Printing.

XSG Mongft many temporall
R 7AEN i7| Benefits which  Divine

g£3) Bounty hath in feverail
SARANAE ages manifefted to man-
LN kinde,the invention of the
Myfbery, or Are of Printing may rightly

be acknowledged one of the greateft, as
an cxact and exquifite Infteument, open-
ing to the underftanding, not onely all
naturall Sciences, but even fupernaturall
Myferies ; by the meanes whercof the
mindes of men have been endowed with
many excellent gifts. Yet even as the beft




, (2}
things have been abufed, fo hath this be.
neficiall Arcbeen notorioufly depraved
by vaine, contentious,and {editious Per
fons;to the greatconfufion’of Dotrinall
Tenets,and Difturbance of State- A fiirs:
For prevention (as much as may be)
of fo dangerous extravagancies , the
moft regular Chrif¥ian Potencies (or Re.
publicks) and Hluitrious Potensases have

thought fit ¢o ceniprehend the liberty of

Printing, (evem as of Coyning ) withis the
Jphere of theiy fewerall Ij’owc{: : Where-
In(amongft ethers: the Jace Q.ELiZ abéth,
and her fucceflors have (not withotr ma.
ture deliberation, and {age prefidents in
this point) been moft vigilant, well per-
cewing that the Eye of underffanding
mightve (ubject to be deceived by erroneous
principlesin Print, as may the bodily Eye
by counterfeit Coyne ; In Regard whereot
they propagated wholfome Orders, and
Decrees for the Regulating of Printing,
and Printers 5 which rightly confidered,
cannot be defaced, no not blemifhed by
the notion of Tyranny. Moreover it is.

n

- __

(3)

an Axiom of State,that, A4 legitima Ty.
rannorum ¢ Hoftiums Reipublice rata effe
opertere, [ Bodin. de Republici, L.x.¢.5.7]
The lawfull A&s of Tyrants, even of
(over-Lording) enemies ought tobe ob-
ferved in 2 Common-wealth : fo that
admitting Oppreffion, or Tyragny in
fome Tran{-actions of thefe Later Prin-
ces, yet their prudent, and jult Ordinan-
ces are not to be Rejected, but racher
(mstatis mmtandis) to be carefully con-
ferved.

Wherefore with all humble fubmiffion
to the High Reprefentative of this Nati-
tion, I have tendred thefe fubfequent
Propofalls and claufes concerning the
Regulating of Printing, and Printers,un-
to their grave Confiderations, and cen-
fures 5 part whereof I have colleted out

“of former Ordinances, and have partly

ﬁropofcd fonfewhat of minc owne; as
ereafter enfueth,

A 4 Il, That




(4)
Ot

Thatno perfon or perfons whatfoe-
ver Print, or caufetobe Printed any of-
fenfive Bookes, Pamphlets, Papers, or
Ballads to the Derogation of this pre-
fent Government, or feditious diftur-

~bance of this Common-wealth, or of
any Dominian, Member, or Corpora-
tion thereof| nor fhall fell, or difpolc of
any fuch Bookes, Pamphlets, Papers, or
Ballads, upon Paine that he, “or they fo
offending thall forfeit for cvery fuch
Booke, &c. the fumme of 10l. Theone
halfe to the ufe of the Common-wealth,
the other to the party dilcovering the
fame, and fuffer fuch farther punithment

as the Demerit of the Offence, or Offen-
ces fhall deferve.

(5)
11,

T hat no perfon or perfons whatfoever
fhall Print, or caufe to be Printed any
Booke or Pamphlet whatfoever, unleffe
fuch Booke or Pamphler, and all, and
every the Titles, Epiftles,Prefaces, Pro-
ems, Preambles, Introdu&ions, Dedi.

| cations, Tables, and all other matters,

and things thereunto annexed, or there-
with imprinted fhall be firft lawfully Li-
cenfed, and Authorifed by fuch Per{on,
or Perfons as the Pasliament of England
fhall in their wifdomes conftitute, and
appoint 5 and that all, and every fuch
Book, or Pamphlet be al{o firt entred
into the Regifter Book of the Company
of Stationerss upon Paine that cver

Printer offending therein fhall be hereaf-
ter for ever dilenabledto exercife the
Art, and Myftery of Printing, and (uffer
imprifonment by the {pace of one whole
yearc: provided that this extend not to
the Printers of the Pgtliament of Eng-
land,




- (6) (7)

_"‘ﬂd, and Councell of State,for or touch- | one of them; All Books of Mathema-
ing ‘any Booke which they thall Com. | ticks to be Liceaced be three profeffed
mand, or allow ef, o Mathematicians, being appoynted there-
unto, or by one of them ; All Books of
Military Difcipline to be Licenced by

threc of the Councell of War, or ocher-
- That all the Books concerning Divini- § wife of the Grand Committee for the

ty, Phylofophy, and Poctry fhall be Militia, or by one of them 5 All Books
~ Printed by fpeciall Allowance of the ¥ ofHeraldry tobe Licenced by the Prin-
- Chaplaincs in ordinary to the Councell cipall Herald ac Armies with two other
of State, or by one of them sAndincafe | Authorized Heralds joyned unto him,or
ofno fuch Chaplaines in beipg, then by J§ byoneof them s All Books concetning
three Divines for that purpofe appoyn- ¥ forraigne Languages to be allowed by
ted, ot by one of them; All Books of | three Linguifts for that purpofc appoyn-
State Affaircs, and HIROI'Y (CXCCP); Di- ted orby one of them.
urnalls) to be licenced by the Secretary Provided that the Chancellors or

-of State, with two more of the Councell }| Vice-Chancellors of tf eUniverfities fhall
of State joyned unto him, or byoncof Licence onely fuch Booke, or Beoks
them: All Books concerning’ Law to be that are to be Printed within the Limitts

Licenced by the Lords Commiffioners | of the Univerfities Refpectively, but not
ofthe greate Seale, Lord cheif Juttices, | inLoNDON or elfe-where, not med-
Mafter of the Rolls, or by oneof them; | ling with Books of Common Law, mat-

- All Books touching Phificke to beLi-  tersof State, Military Difcipline and He-
Colledge of Phi- raldry.

I

cenced by three of the _
{1cians appointed $or that purpofe,orby :
one - IV.




(8)
IvV.

That every Perfon, or Perfons which
- are, or fhall beappoynted, or Authori':
zed to Licence Books, fhall have two fe-
verall Copies entirely written 5 one of
which Copie s fhall be kept ina Publicke
Office,or Regiftrie for that putpofe to be
appoynted, the which Copy every fuch
Perlon, or Perfons who fhali Refpetive-
ly allow of, or licence for Printing fhall
fend into :he faid Office, or Regiftry tefti-
fied umder his, or their hands, to theend
t(l;z)tp l;’crorl ghcy{ r(x;ay 't])c fecured, that the
0 licenfe ' i
al;::rcd without hisy e pres
other Copy Licenfed thall remaine in hj
hands whofe Copy it is; and all g:al::f
oners, and Printers that fhall Print, or
caufe.to be imprinted any Copy, or Co-
pies whatfoever differently from chis

Rule, toincurre th i i
_ ¢ penaltics contained
inthe fecond claufe,

or their privity 5 the

4

(9)
V.

‘That every Merchant of Books or Per-
fon,orPerfons whatfoever who fhall Im-
port any Book, or Books from beyond
the Seas into this Common-wealth of
England, fhall before he, or they deliver,
or caufe to be delivered forth any fuch
Book, or Books out of his, or their
hands, or expofethem: to fale, deliver
inatrue Cataloguein writing ofall and
every fuch Book, and Books unto the
Matfter of the office, or Regiftrie for Co-
pies aforefaid s upon paine of forfeiture,
and Confifcation of all, and every {uch
Book and Books, and twenty fhillings
fine for every fuch Book delivered
forth, or expofed to fale s the one half

- tothe ufe of the Common-wealth, the

| other to the Party difcovering the fame.

VI,




(10).
VL

That no Merchane of Books, or Per-
fon, or Perfons what {cever fhall import,
or caufe to be imported from beyond the
Seas any offenfive or feandalous Books,
Pamphlets, Papers, Portraitures, or
Ballads into any part of this Comnion-,
wealth of England, upon incurring the
penaltics contained in the firft clay(e, |

VII.
» Thatno Perfon, or Perfons whatfoe-

ver (hall within che
minions of this Common-wcalth,, orelf-

where Imprint, or caufe to bg imprinted, |

or fhall Import or ‘caufe to be imported
into this Cammon-wealth of England,
- orany patt thercof, any Copy, Book,or
Books, or part of any Copy, Book, or
Books Printed beyond the Seas, or elf-
where, which the Company of Statio-
Rers, or any other Perfon, “or Perfons

Precinéts, and Do-

() o
have, or flvall have Right unto by Order
or entrance in their Regifter-Book s or
otherwife by fpeciall Order of Parlia-
ment', ot by Letters-Patent, being un-
wnlled by.this prefent Parliament 5 nor
fhall binde, ftitch, or expofe to fale any
fuch Book, or Baoks, upon painc of for-
feiture all the faid Books, and twenty
fhillings fine for every fuch Book, to be
fued by Writ, or Action, Bill, &c. by
the Perfon, or Perfons aggrieved.

VIIIL

That every Perfon who fhall hereafter
Print, or caufeto be printed any Books,
Ballads, Charts, PortraiGures, orother
thing, or things whatfoever, fhall there-

 unto, or thercon fee his, and their owne
| name, or names; as alfo the Name, ot

nam es of the Author, or Authors, Ma-
ker, or Makers of the fame 5 and by, or
for whom any fuch Book, or other thing

i, or fhall be printed, upon payne of

i forfeitute of all fuch Books, &c. And
have §

having




(12) .
having his, or theit Preffes, Letters, and

other Inftruments for Printing to be u.§ . -

terly defaced, and made u_n(crviccablc, '
and twenty fhillings fine for every fuch
Book,&c. The one half to the ufeof the
Common-wealth, the other to the Parey
difcovering the fame.

IX.

That no petfon, or perfons whatfoever
fhall Print or caufe to be Printed, forge,

- but, or counterfeit,in or upon any Book,

or Bookes, &c. the name, title, marke,
or vinnet of the Company of Stationers,
orofany particular perfon, or perfons
which hath, or fhall have lawfull Privi-
ledge, Authority, or Allowance to Pring
the fame, without confent of the Gid
Company, or of the Paity, or Partics
which fhall be o priviledged, and Au. |
thorized, firft had, and obtained, upon
paine of incurring the Penalty in the fe
venth claufe,

X, f

(1)
X,

- Thatno Tradefmen, Shop- kccpcfs, ot

any other perfon or perfons whatf{oever,
not being a free Stationer of the City-of

London,or not having ferved 7. years ap-

prenti ¢ to the erade of Book-feller,
Printer, or Book-binder, fhall within the
City,or Suburbs of London,receve,take, -
or buy,to barter, fell againe,exchange,or
doe away any Bibles, T eftaments, Prim-
mers, Plalm-books, Almanacks,or other
Book,or Books whatfoever , upon paine
of forfeiture of all fuch Books,and twen-
ty thillings fine forevery fuch book,ro be
fued by Writ,or A&ion,Bill, &c. by the
perfon; or perfons aggricved.

XL

Thatno Stranger, or Forreigner what-
foever, be fuffered to bring in for fale,
bartet, or rent, here, any book or books
printed beyond the Seas, in any Lan.

B guage




(14)

guage whatfoever, cither by themfelves;
or theit fecret Factorss except fuch onely
as be free Stationers of London, and fuch
as have been brought up in that profeffi-
on,upon paine of confifcation of all fuch
Books fo imported, and ewenty thillings
fine forevery fuch Booke to be fued by
writ;or A&ion, &c. by the Mafter, and
Wardens of the Company of the Stati-
oners.

X1

A1 1 for as much as there may be great
abufe committed by Searchers , and
other Officers of theCuftomes by feizure
of Books, who (as I have heard credibly
reported) feize Englifh Bibles, - Tefta-
ments,& otherBooks, Printed inHolland,
and in other parts beyond the Seas very
ecronioufly, to the dangerous introdu@i-
on of feverall Herefies within this Com-
mon-wealth, and great Injury o fuch,
to whom of right the Copies or Origi-
nalls of fuch Bookes belong 3 and 8ﬁ¢;

| fuc

; (15)
Aieh feizure (having as it is faid B} ext.
alted cuftome in Groffe) vene, and dif.
perfe the (aid Bibles, Teftaments, and
Bookes, in England, Ireland, and other
Dominions of this Common-wealth:
for preveation whereof,no Searcher, nor
other Officer of the Cuftomes oy cxcife

whatfoever fhall hereafeey feize on -an

Books (if difcovered: before he firft ac-
quaint the Mafter of the office, or Regi.
Jorie for Copies aforefaid, together with
the Matter, and Wardens of the Com.
pany of Stationers, (upon pain of forfei-
ture of his or their Places,and Imprifon-
ment) who fhall have Power to accom-
pany fuch Searchers, and Officers of the
Cuftomes : and fhall forchwith upon
difcovery‘, take a true Catalogue of fuch
Bookes,and prefent it to the Honourable
Couneell of State: And to prevent the
farcher venting and difpeifing of fuch er-
ronious Bibles, Teftaments, and other
Bookes as aforefaid, after notice given
unto the Honourable Councelj of Srate,
the faid Mafter of the BOfﬁu, or Regiftyie

: 2

for




' 16)
fr Copies , tog'chicr. with the Mafter .

and Wardens, of the Company of the
- Stationers, or fome of them, fhall cut, or
.caufeto be cuc into wafte paper, or o-
therwife-utterly deface the faid Englifh
Bibles, Teftaments, and ather Bookes
printed in Holland; and in other parts be-
yond the Seas, and deliver the (aid wafte
paper, or defaced Bookes, to fuch to
whom of right the Copics, or Originalls
doe belong.

L XIIL

. Morcover for farther prevention of
Importation, venting, and difperfing of
Seditious, Schifmaticall, and Offenfive
Bookes, as well as of the Bookes afore-
faid ; That no Driefats, Sacks, Maunds,
Chefts, or Fardells of Bookes whatfoe-
ver Imported into this Common-wealth
be permitted by any Officers of the Cu-
ftome or Excize, to be opened or con-
veyed away before notice given unto the
Mafter of the Office,0r Regiftry for Copics,
‘ | and

(17)
and.alfo to the Mafter, and Wardens of
the Company of Stationers (upon paine
of fuch Officer, or Officers forfeiture of
his, ortheir Places, and Imprifonment;
And the faid Mafter of the office, or Re-.
giffrie for Copies, asalfo the Mafter and

- Wardens of the Company of the Statio-

ners fhall have Power to accompany the
Scarchers and other Officers ofP the Cu-
ftoms, and excife within 48. hourcs after
fuchnotice given (Sabbath-Dayes, and
dayes of publick Thanksgiving, and of
Humiliation being excepred out of the
fayd 48. houres) and fhall al(o have Po-
wer o {cize on all Seditions, Schifmari-
call, and offenfive Books, and forthwith
take a true Catalogue of fuch Books,
and prefent itto the Councell of State ,
and.after.that carry the faid bookes into
the Stationers Hall, there to remaine in
fafe cuftody,untill farther order taken by
the Councell of State 5 And the faid
Mafter, and Wardens of the Company
of the Stationers, if they cannot per-
forme the fame by themfelves, fhall have
B3 Power

A




(18)

Power to députe and nominate from-

time to time, fufhicient perfons in his, ot

their ftead. provided that at all timés one.

of the faid Mafters or Watdens be pres
ferit accvery feacch 3 And the faid Mas
fter of the Office, o7 Regiftris for Copies,
and the Mafter, and Wardens of the
Company of the Stationers, {hall have
power to appoint fome convenient place
where fearches fhall be made 5 and if the
faid Matter of she Office, or Regiftvie for
Cepres , Mafter, and Wardeas: of the
Company of the Stationers fhall negs
le, or omit on their patts any thing, or
Duty which they ought to performe
herein, they fhall incurre fuch penalty as
the Councell of Srate (upon Informatis
on of fuch theitnegle®, or offence; fhall
in their wifdomes thinke fic, be it by fine,
orImptifonment.

XIV.

| G9)
KV

That no perfon, or perfons within the
City of Londsn, liberties thereof, or elfe-
where, thall eret, or caufe to be erected
any Prefle, or Frinting houfe; or fhall
demife, let, or (ufferto be held, or ufed
any Houfe, Vault,Seller,0r other roome
whatfoever to, or by any perfons for a
Printing houfe, or place to print in, un-
lefle he, or they who fhall demife, let, or
fuffer the fameto be ufed, fhall irft give
noticeto the Mafters, and Wardeos of
the Conipany of the Stationers of fuch
Demife, ot fuffering 1o work, or print,
upon paine of forfeiture of 2ol. for every

fuch offence, the one halfe to the ufe of

the Common:wealth, the other to the
party difcovering the fame.

Xv.
_And for ¢he beuer difcovering of

ting incorners without Licence, the
m " B 4 Mz;&cr,
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Mafter, and Wardens of the Company
of Stationers, or fuch whom they {hail
depute and cruft, thall have Power, and

Authority, to fearch what houfes, thops,

vaults, and rooms (and at what time
they fhall thinke fir) elpecially Printing
houfes, and to view what is'in Printing,
and to callfor the Licence to fee whether
it be Licenced or no, and if no, to feize
upon fo muchas is printed,together with
the Preffes,and all Inftrumencs for print-
ing, and to carry the offenders before che
Councell of State, or the L, Prefident

thereof for the time being, to take fuch . |

farther order therein,as they fhallin their
wifdomes fee caufe. o

XVL

That no Joyner, Carpenter, or other
perfon fhall make any printing prefle,
nor Smith fhall forge’any Iron-worke
fora printing prefle, nor Founder caft
any. lettets for any perfon, or perfons
whatfocver, nor fhalf any perfon or -Fer-

. ons

(a1) |
fons biing in from any parts beyjond the-

- casany levters founded,or caft,nor buy -

any fuch:lecters for: printing, unleffe he,
orthey refpectively fhall firft acquaint-
the {aid Mafter, and Wardens, or fome
of them for whom the faid Preffe, Iron-.
works, or Letters are to be made, forg-:
ed, or caft; upon paine of Imprifonment,
and fuch farcher penalty as the Councell
of Statc fhall think fit,

XVIL

© 'Whereas the multicude of printers is
greatly increafed by the late licencious
and by-printing of unlicenced pam-
phlets, and other feditious and imper-
tinent books, and papers, to the great
fcandall of this Common-wealth, and
their owne dilgrace, ignominy,and want
of good, and fuifficient employment, and
maintenance; for prefent rémedy where-
of; the Printers attempra cure as bad, or
worfe then the difeafe,. by ‘pctitu‘)mng
the Honourable Committec for regul-




. (23) -
ting of Printing, that they would be
pleafed to report to the High Reprefen-
tative of this Nation, that the faid Prine
ters. might be made a Fraternity , or
Company diftinét from the Stationerss
againft, and in oppofition of fuch their
notonly unfound, but even dangerous
Petition, and defires, I have thought fic
to infere thefe enfuing Reafons, iz,

That Printing being of great concern-
ment, and of important confequence, by
meancs whereof this Common-wealth
may either enjoy -benefit, or receive no-
torious detriment; Princers therefore
ought tohave fome carefull, and exa&
fupervifors over them, cvenas Apothe-
carics (who have the Colledge of Phy-
fitians, and Do&ors of Phyfiquic over
them, not only to prefcribe, but alfo to
perufe their Medicines)) left the firft
poyfon the mindes of the People by erro-
nious principles in print; as may the laft
their bodies, by evil Medicines, and alfo
by felf- compliance (in cafe they fhould
be & Frarernity, or Company ddftm&

. rom

(23)
from the Scationers) Print undecently,
how, and as they pleafe according to
Leteer, and Paper ias do fome Printers
in Amfterdam and Geneva) to the dif-
honour of this Common-wealth, dif-
content to the people, and pre-purpofed

detriment of the Stationets whom they
maligne, and inveigh apaintt, and would
(in regard of their prefent preflures occa-
fioned by themfelves) undermine by fpe-
cious pretences: who norwithftanding
are chicfly the men which this Common-
wealth can fubordinately intruft (in re-
fpeét of their skill, abilities and long
continued induftry that waies) to fuper-
vife ths Art and Miftery of Printing,
and Printers. And if they thould fay that
the Apothecaries feperated themfelves
from the Grocers, and became a Com-
pany diftin&t, and why may not the
‘Printers doe the like 2 I anfwere, that
the cafe is not alike, for the Apothecaries
fell for the major part compounds for
Medicaments, and the Grocers {imples
for Nutriment, being things of a diftin&t
| nature




(24)

e (25)

nature, and quality; but. the Printers, gheir defires) be fubbordinately petfor-
Book-binders, and Stationers make, and fned by the Stationers, wichout any crea-

fell nothing- but a booke, ¢c.

the Stationers, there would

orders which thofe
lity from time to time commi.

XVIIIL

Morcover itis a Maxime of Policy, as
well as of Philofophy , that Fruftra fis
per plura, quod posefp Sfiers per pauciora
modo ita bene fiat: " Thar thing is in
vaine done by more, which may oe done
by leffe, in cafe it may be as well accom-
plithed : The Regulating of Printing,
and; Printers, may, not onely for the
welfare
good of themfelves (if not cxorbitat’l]t in

. their

T e T T o ’ ——

of the Publique, but even for the |

However fing, or making the Printersa diftin&
the Apothecaties are fubject to the Do.

&ors of Phyfique as aforefaid, and. if the
printers thould exempt themfelves from
be none.
found, who might fubordinately Regu-
late,and reforme fuch abufes, and dif-
Innovating, and
meane undercakers may in all probabi-

Company. If the number of the Prin-

ting-houfes in London were ftinted, and
pone of them fuffered to be. without the'
iberties of the Citty of London,

If the number of Printing- preffes were

limitted.

If the number of Apprentices were alfo
limited. o |

If the Mafter and Wardens of the
Company of the Stationers take good
tare, that Journeymen- Printers (who are

fircc of the Company of Stationers) of

honeft behaviour, and able in the Art or
Myfkerie of Printing, be employed and
fet on worke 5 and in cafe fuch Journey-
men Printers are in want of worke, Ap-
prentices to be removed from fuch em-
ployments as any Journeymen- Printers
of gaod behaviour fhall offer themfelves
into,
Laftly, ifthe Printers themfelves will
be fubject tothe good Orders and Con-
ftitutions




(37)

- Dowwms Temporale, A legall Relation of
any oncto a Temporall good s I con-
ccive the fole Printing of the Bible, and
Teftament, with Power of Reftraint ino-
shers, tobe of Right the Propriety of one |
MATHEW B ARKER, Citiren
and Stationer of Lo N DON, in Re-
gard that his Father paid for the Amen.
| ded ot Corrected Tranflation of the Bible
/ Butit may be greatly fufpected, thaf 3500.l. by reafon whercof the Tran/la-
the Bible, Teftament, and fome of ¢he ted Copy did of right belong to him, and
‘ Stationers Copics and Originalls, arg his:Affignes ; yet for the better carrying
| the Baits which the Printers would onof fo Important a Work,and the Re-
! catch, or compaffe : As touching thd gulating of anImpreffion of fo great con-
' Bible, T take it to be abook of fohighl cernment, in the fourteenth yeare of
confequence, wherein the Myfberies off King Fames his Reigne, he continyed
Salvation are comtained, that it ongbttl Letters Patents granted to Rebers his
be regulayly, and exaltly, and net commu] Sonne; fince when in the yeare of our
nicatively printed, lest in 4 Book of fo highl Lord 1635. for the farther carrying on,
$mportance, ot enely dangerous Errers)y & Regulating of the faid Imporcant Im.-
bus evem pernicious Herefies be imprinted, preffion,there hath beene payed by <ma-
wd propagated, and the Bock jt feifbe alfo] shew Barker aforefaid 600 I. for a Rever-

#ndecently Printedin Letter, and Paper;) fionary Patent.
And for as much as Propriety (rightlyl  Ificbe faid, that ‘Mathew Barker his
confidered is) Relasio Legals c#juflivet in] Father made, or might have made -bcng
Bonum t

(26)
fticutions of the Company of Stationers
concerning all which (as alfo the pric
of ufefull Books) I conceive the Mate
Wardens , and other able and experien
ced Stationers, arc the fitteft men tg b

confulted with.

XIX.
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(28)
- fitenough by his fole Impreflion of the
Bible, &c. ¥or the cofts, and charges
which he was at for the amended | or
correited Tranflation thereof , fo that
Mathew Barkey himfelf neede not havea
farther benefit thereby: I anfwere,fo doth
every one of the Stationers who purcha-
feth a Copy, or Copies make benefit
enough thereby, and yet he enjoyeth
fuch Copy, or Copies for himfelf, and
his Affignes, and fo ought to do, or elfe
any other might invade his Right: fo
alfo every one who purchafeth Land at
the valuation of 18. or 20, yeares Reve-
new, be it more, or lefle; make atora-
bout the determination of fuch time fuf-
ficient benefit for his purchafe, -yet there
isno Law, nor any reafon that himfelf,
his Heires,or Affignes fhould be exclu-
ded, or debarred of the Remainder, ¢ie.
That were o Nulall Law, violate all
Right. And certaincly according toe-
quity (if not Law) Mathew Barker ought
to fucceede his Facher in the fole printing
of the Bible, &c. both in regard of his

Fathers

(595 :

 Fathers cofts & charges; as alfoin refpe
ofhis owne Patent Purchafed dearely e-

nough, in regard itwas for Reverfion.
Butit may be fome will fay, that di-
vers may make bencfic by Printing of the
Bible, and Tefiament, whereas if Mathew
Barker cnjoy the fole Printing thereof,
himfelf will alfo enjoy the fole benefit
thereby for him, or his Affignes : to the
which I anfwere, the fame may . be obje-
Cted againft Miles Flefber, and his Part-
ners, fole Printers of all Law-Books ;.a-
ainft Fokn Fesld fole Prinier of all A&s
or this prefent Parliament ; againft wil.

liam Dugard {ole Printer for the Coun- |

cell of State s againft Richard Cotes, fole
Printerof all Aé&s, Proclamations, and

other matters for the City of Lowdon ya-
gaint the Univerfity-Printers of 0xford,

and Cambridge, who enjoy alfo the prin-
tingof the Bible by Patent; againft
the Company of the Statiopers them-
fclves who enjoy by Patent four feverall

Books, wif. The Pfalter, Plalmes,

Primmer, and Almanack; yea this mgy
| , e




(30)

be objected againft very many Statio-
ners, and fome Printers, who notwith-
ftanding ought not thereapon to be de-
prived, or debarred of their rightss for
it is, and ought to be held a Aaximein
Law, and Equity, asin Divinity, ¢hes nos
any fhall due bad,thas good may come there-
of’; and confequently not to violate
any onc of his Propricty, or right, tha
thereby fome or any benefit may accrew
toothers: moreover all well Regulated
Polities (cfpecially Republiques) doe
confervethe particular Right of every Per-
fov Individually, (o farre as fuch Right
oppofeth not the Generall Good y wnd there-
by preferve she Generall Good, witheus wi.
olasing any ones particular Right wnjaftly,
or in)g(ca’ly , according tov-hich Rule,
neither <Mathew Barker, nor other the
Stationers, or Printers nominated ought
to be debarred, or deprived any theit

Originalls, or Copies. ~
Ifany one fhould object {as latelya
Stationer did unto my felfe) that the
Bible cannot propeily be called a Clzr,
C-

(31)

becaufe it is thie written Word of God :

‘although fuch objecion be frivolous,

yetto fuch I anfwere, that the feverall
Tranflacions thereof dre properly copies,
as are the finging, or Mectred Plalmes

:alfo belonging to the Company of the

Stationcers aforefaid, Erafmus his Latine
Tranflation of the Teftament, and many
others of the like nature,

X X.

Peradventuece fome greedy, and it
may be needy Printers, and Stationers,
will not be fatisfied with Reafon, unlefle
th? may againft reafonable equity, in-
vade other mens Proprieties,and Rights.
But I hope the High Reprefentative of
this Nation, at what time they fhallin
their wifdomes thinke fit to paffe an Aét,
or AQts for the Regulating of Printing,
will therein by expreffle Prowvifoes con-

firm, and ratifie not onely the propricty

of Mathew Barker aforefaid,for him, and
his Affignes, but all fuch other Propricty
Ca and




() | )
and Proprieties which belong to the

Company of the Stationers, to’every %ﬁéﬁﬁ&&ﬁﬁﬁ*&%*ﬁ%ﬁéﬁ .

free Stationer refpedively 5 whereby the

Prudent care of the Payliamens will fup- Céﬂdin e Additionall y /i?? ers
prefle Licencious Incroachments upon § -

$0fwh Objections, as may perad.

many confiderable Copies, and avoyd | #0fwh objections, a

therein future dehate and controverfy. | - - vewsrebemadeo.
ntrover e

- which I have propofed arc too great,
"> and-alfo that Penalty left to difcre-
tion, in fome cafes may {eeme Rigor. - I
- ‘Ianfwer that Abufes are feldome re- |
formed withour grear Penaltics s and in
Regard as great Detriment may enfue to
a Common-wealth by fcandalous, and
erroneous Printing, as may by counter-
feivand debafed Coyning's The Penal-
ty for the one, ought in fome ‘meafureto
&qualizc the Penalty of the other: And
L Penalty in fome cafes left to the Difcre-
: Ccrtamc tion of grave Perfonages is not Rigor,
o 4 but Pm}cm Terror,which may be regu-
lated by Natarall Equisy. |
o 3 ILIE

Wirriam Ba x..ri. . IFit\fhould be faid that the Penalties
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{34)
’ lro :

If ie hould be faid,that the Commiff-
oners of the Great Seale, Judges of the
Law, Secretary of State, and fome o-
thers whom I have nominated for Li-
cencing of Bookes, may in Regard of
their great, and weighty Affaires want
leifure ro perufe,and Licence Bdoks ,&c.

Lanfwer, that every -one of the faid
Petfons and others. who fhall have po-
wer to licence, may have power to en-
truft, and depute one for them, provided
themfelves will be refponfible for the.cr-
rors which-fuch Deputics thall Commit;s
and thav fuch Deputies fer their owne
names, andthe names for whom they
are deputed unto fch Bookes,&c.which
thcy thatt Licence. copee

oL
¥ it fhould be faid , That requiiting

double Copics, and an Office for: R‘c}gi-
, ry

(35)
ftry thereof would be vexatious, &c. 1
anfwer, that theabufes to Licenfers, as
alfo to Authors have been fo great, (as
my felfc, amongft others canteftifieina
late:Booke of mine owne) that no fafer
way can be found; moreover why fhould
not thofe things which appertaine to the
minde be kept upon Record, as are many
things that appertaine meerely to Lively-
hood; and whether men write for the
Glory of Almighty God, and good of
others (which ought to be the chicfe
ends) or the profit of themfelves, let
them take fo much paines as to write
the {ubjet twice,or otherwife fpare their
paines foronce. And ifit fhould be faid,
that by that meanes fewer bookes will
come into the Prefle, I anfwer, not the
numeroys multitude of Bookes, but the
folid validity of them will benefic a
Common-wealth.

William Ball,

. e e et ———
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