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Formatting Basics

@ A fTitle page is required

@ All essays should be double-spaced

@ Use 12pt Times New Roman Font, 12 pt

@ Use 1" or 2.54 cm margins (ie. most word processors default to this)
@ The last page of each essay should be the works cited page in MLA

format (see Chapter 7 of Casson and Writing Aids link on class web
page)
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First Page

Plastic Indians an
Mob:hising Aboriginal Iéent

A block away from where my wifc and | ka ) g duning our sabbatical in
Pertk, on the main drag i the Perth b of Subilaco (Jppa for locals), there 15 a little New
Age store called “W:ld Things™ that sclls, among other things, knickkracks of Aborniginal
¢ fact that art s of Abonginal culture b » commodified to sell in a hittle
shop in a suburb of Perth should be no surprise. Australian b os have capitah
culture, just as businesses it my home courtry of Canada have. Indeed,
ctive provincial, state, and federal governments market our nations both to us and to
interrational tounists by appealing to romanticised notions of Abonginality:
palatadle t 108 t odds wath s Aborginal existence, to
welcoming, exotic, inclusive, and indigerous image of the natton. So you skould be no more

surprisec to finé this Iittle store in Sk, than you skould be to find scemingly countless stores

i the CBD selling didgenidoos and boomerangs that say | love Austrahia. Except that up

until recently, as vou walk this shop, you woulé notice that the centrepiece of the shop

wincow was red Abonginal mannequin

ckilékood,

The incongruous nature of that manneguin has been troubling me since my first days

1

e SuRz so 1 would like to begin this paper or modilising Aboniginal iéentity in the global age
ote by trymng to answer a questic

. its meanin vary with cach passerby on Rokeby R but [ will

sentialism, kere, miting interpretive perspective to a few salient




Subsequent Pages

To 1ts target consumer, a person who follows hilosophies of the New Age—one ¢ readings of plastic Indians

writings of Baba Ram Dasgs, Jucdith Skuteh, Davad argue that New Age consumers by the postmodem condition and the global

a Iittle Carlos Castazeda throws in for good measure cconomy, actually form strategx alliances with Abonginal peoples through thewr

s 10 the (RIRRSRRDEEiess.of things, in the access:

that these potential allan

on of Abonginal signs ané symbdols.”

digenous ideal, it symbolises an amimist connection with nature, a and Renate Reslén point out m their general definttion of globalisation, mn a globalsed

holsstic approach to Mother Earth and the physical and spintual succour she represents. The workd “commodities dnift dnskly from one locality her, becoming primary meds

New Age desare for spirrtual convergence (this 1s a New Age ferm that has boen adopted by

in the encounter between cultural others™(3). Es 3t we acknowledge the asymmetnecal

the gurus of globalsation) 1s powerful cnough to transform this dislocated mannequan made power relations determinizg such exchanges, then, we must recognise how the manneguin

who knows where mto a3 meaminglul symbol of global indsgenesty B be read as a mediator between Canada’s mndigenous pooples and Now Age comsumers

That yust maght be looking on the brig e of things, Altornatively, the s Auatralss, As such, 1t 1 a potentaal aite for tramscultural sohidarnty and reantance,”

manecquin sigeals the pervasivencas of the global ccoromy, and gives us sorme xlcs abos }

oSt IThe proslem with that argument, Bowever, i that wees & farly smportant fact
F E ) P

s

how the New Age ethoa Sta within that ccoromy *: ssgns and symbols that oniginate e Noeth most Now Age adbeorents 12 S are not crcating allaances with real Aboraginal peoples in

America Bave been manciactured, marketed, and mobilised for New Age consumerns in

nals the postrzoders condity he fact that these wdealised signs of

I'he mannequan Chiel

Abonginality Rave no recognisable trace to therr ongins tells us th Is a romanticisation: as such, it dlinds New Age cons

witkin a globahsing discourse - is 1n a state of Slux. It sigral : uninterrupted domina Abonginal existence and % the real power relations detween ¢ dominated

i my home country. That Chaef scems pretty content to me

He does not seem concerned

Welliintertioneé azd not.so-well intentioned New Age producers and consumers spring from with depressingly high rates of povernty, incarceration, infant mortahty, sexual abuse,

stern hberal tradstion. P : 53 . thear will to selt substance abuse, or suicide contemporary legacies of colonisation ;m Canada. Sittizg in Ris

to the dominant x$éeology of Isttle space, this symbo!l of datetocialised Abonginality seems remarkably unconcerr
are makmng and with the 1ssue of land claims.

. and yoz too can | provide this bricf consaderation of a plastic Indian

of the way Adbongmnal wdeztity 15 mobilised 1n a Glomal economy
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Quotation Rules

o Poetry/Verse @ Prose

@ Quotations of up to 4 fyped lines should
be integrafed in your paragraphs within
quotation marks.

& Quotations of up to 3 lines should
be integrated in your paragraphs
within quotation marks. The end of
each line should be distinguished
with a slash (/). @ Quotations greater than 4 typed lines

should be offsef from your paragraphs

by two indents/tabs. Do not use
quotafion marks around indented
passages.

@ Quotations greatfer than 3 lines
should be offset from your
paragraph by 2 left indents/tabs.
Do not use quotation marks around
indented passages.
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Poetry Quotation: Example 1

In Shakespeares Julius Caesar, Antony says of Brutus: “This
was the noblest Roman of them all” (5.5.74).

"Friends, Romans, countrymen,” begins Antony's famous speech,
"lend me your ears; / I come to bury Caesar, not to praise
him” (3.2.80-81).
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Poetry Quotation: Example 2

Elizabeth Bishops "In the Waiting Room” is rich in
evocative detail:

It was winter. It got dark

early. The waiting room

was full of grown-up people,

arctics and overcoats,

lamps and magazines. (6-10)
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Prose: Example 1

For Charles Dickens, the eighteenth century was both “the
best of times” and "the worst of times” (35).

"He was obeyed,” writes Conrad of the company manager in
Heart of Darkness, “yet he inspired neither love nor fear,
nor even respect” (87).

Wednesday, September 8, 2010



Prose: Example 2

At the conclusion of Lord of the Flies, Ralph and the other

boys realise the horror of their actions:
The tears began to flow and sobs shook him. He
gave himself up to them now for the first time on
the island; great, shuddering spasms of grief that
seemed to wrench his whole body. His voice rose
under the black smoke before the burning wreckage
of the island; and infected by that emotion, the
other little boys began to shake and sob too. And in
the middle of them, with filthy body, matted hair, and
unwiped nose, Ralph wept for the end of
innocence.... (186)
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Title Formatting Rules

@ Italicize or underline the titles of books,
anthologies, journals, plays, long poems
published by themselves as books, magazines,
television series, and movies

@ Put quotation marks around the titles of
short stories, poems published singly or
within collections, journal articles, magazine
articles, and television episodes
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